Abstract. Records of Ethmia pyrausta (Pallas, 1771) from the Baltic countries, the British Isles and Fennoscandia are listed. All known aspects of habitat requirements, larval biology and adult behaviour, mostly based on our own observations in the field, are described. Instructions for conservation and habitat management are presented. The larva is described and illustrated in detail.
Introduction, material and methods Ethmia pyrausta (Pallas, 1771) ( Oy (Nupponen et al. 2007 ). One of the fifteen focal species was E. pyrausta , which was known to have occurred on the islands, but no confirmed records of the species existed since the 1950s.
One abundant population was discovered in 2005 by Kari Island (25.vii.2006, see Table 1 ). The larvae were preserved in ethanol in the field, and later studied by Matti Ahola. The hypopharyngeal complex, mandibles and labrum of the larval head were dissected and mounted on slide. The chaetotaxy was studied from larvae in alcohol, and the living larva (Fig. 4) was photographed to show the habitus. Naming of the setae follows Flinton (1946) as interpreted by Ahola and Silvonen (2005) .
Distribution
Ethmia pyrausta was described from the Samara region, the eastern part of European Russia, in the 1 8 th century (Sattler 1967) . There are two recent records of E. pyrausta from the steppes of the Ural Mountains (Nupponen in press) and another one from Uljanovsk district (W. Mey, pers. comm.), but apparently the species is very rare in the Volgo-Ural region. In Russia, the species is known to occur widely but sporadically in the hemiboreal zone, from Karelia in the west to the Baikal region in the east (Sinev 2008) . It is also known from Mongolia (Ulan-Bator) and China (Kuldzha, Xinjiang) (Dubatolov et al. 1997 , Dubatolov 2014 iv. -31.v.2014) (Anonymous 2014 (Nupponen et al. 2007 Nupponen).
In the Baltic countries, the species occurs sporadically in Latvia (Sulcs and Sulcs 1978, Savenkov and Sulcs 2010) and Estonia (Nolcken 1871 , Petersen 1924 (Fig. 9) . Abdomen has large pinacula separately around D1 and D2 setae on segments Ab 1-7, position of seta D1 cephalad from D2 on segment Ab9, setae SD1 and SD2 on same pinaculum on segments Ab 1-8 and larger pinacula around setae (Fig. 10 ). Anal shield with D1 setae on level with SD2, setal distance D2-D2 longer than D2-SD1 and small spines present between setae D2-D2 (Fig.  9) The larva is oligophagous on Thalictrum species (Ranunculaceae). In Finland, the only recorded host plant is Thalictrum flavum L. (Fig. 4) , probably due to the fact that other species of Thalictrum do not occur or are very rare in the region where E. pyrausta occurs. In Estonia, larvae have also been found on Thalictrum aquilegiifolium L. (Nolcken 1871 , Petersen 1924 The presence of larvae can be presumed from the evidence of partly eaten seeds. However, larvae of some other Lepidoptera feed on seeds of Thalictrum too, and sometimes they occur sympatrically with E. pyrausta , e.g., the geometrid Gagitodes sagittatus (Fabricius, 1787) . Therefore, the occurrence of E. pyrausta should always be confirmed by direct observation of a larva, not just by feeding damage.
Larval behaviour was studied three times: twice on the Aland Islands (19. vii. 2005 and 25.vii.2006) and once in the south-eastern Estonia (24.vi.2007 (Anonymous 2014) .
